Security During March 
Went Well, Police Say 
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“I think it went pretty 
well,” said Capt. Charles C. 
Monroe, one of the key offi- 
cials of the metropolitan po- 
lice department’s antiriot 
units. “I think the extre- 
mists were surprised when 
we didn’t break line and 
chase them.” 

A sergeant noted: “One of 
the things I liked was that 
they didn’t have to use the 
Army. They had some Na- 
tional Guardsmen directing 
traffic.” 

Yesterday afternoon, be- 
fore they moved out to dis- 


SECURITY, From A1 

During the radicals’ Fri- 
day and Saturday night side- 
shows, hundreds (if not 
thousands) of demonstrators 
were tear gassed and several 
score police were hit "by 
bricks and bottles. But no 


perse a traffic-blocking 
demonstration against con- 
struction of the Three Sis- 
ters Bridge, the white-hel- 
meted special operations di- 
vision policemen stood in 
ranks along the canal and 
discussed the weekend’s 
events. 

“Those (New Mobilization 
Committee) marshals tried 
real hard,” said one police- 
man, “I’m sorry some of 
them got caught in the gas.” 

As city officials yesterday, 
toted up the results of Sat- 
urday’s peaceful but mas- 
sive antiwar march and the 
weekend’s two miniriot side- 
shows, it appeared . that 
prior planning, coordination, 
and supervision “on the 
street” had paid off. The 
score: 

About 150 demonstrators 
were arrested (priqr to yes- 
terday’s Three Sisters 
flurry), mostly on charges of 
disorderly conduct: 
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one was seriously injured. 

.The radicals’ targets— the 
south Vietnamese Embassy 
on Sheridan Circle (Friday) 
and the Justice Department 
building (Saturday) — re- 
mained inviolate. Police ve- 
hicles were stoned. The Jus- 
tice Department suffered 12 
broken windows. A dozen 
stores around DuPont Circle 
and a one. or two . stores near 
the White House also lost 
windows. , 

City, officials credited the 
orderly- execution of the 
New Mobilization Commit- 
tee’s own program— the 40- 
hour-long single-file “March 
-Against Death” and Satur- 
day’s Climactic antiwar pro- 
cession up Pennsylvania Av- 
enue— to close coordination. 

For example, during Satu- 
day’s procession, six New 
Mobilization chief marshals, 
with their own radio com- 
munications, were located 
two doors down from Mayor 
Washington’s own 'busy com- 
mand center on the sixth 
floor of police headquarters. 
Pre-arrangements 

Volunteer New Moboliza- 


tio.n lawyers, also equipped 
with radios, kept an eye on 
the radicals’ demonstration 
Saturday night; at the Jus- 
tice Department. And, by 
prearrangeihent, the, police 
let . the 2,500: New .Mobiliza- 
tion;; marshals; handle' . the 
daytime crowds. 

On hand both for the 
peaceful. processions and the 
hot spots .. was a car-borne 
team of trouble shooters — 
lawyer Philip J. Hirschkopf 
for the New Mobilization 
Committee; Mel. Washing- 
ton, an ex-policeman and 
aide to Mayor Walter E. 
Washington, and Kenneth 
Taplen, Interior Department 
lawyer. Their job was to 
help keep the mayor’s com- 
mand post informed and in 
daytime to . help the police 
and . marshal’s keep things 
calm. 

The basic play-it-cool 
street security strategy was 
to keep 9,000 regular Army 
and 1,700 National Guards- 
men in reserve, with the 
first, line of defense as- 


signed to the police depart- 
ment. The department’s own 
specially trained white-hel- 
meted Civil Disturbance 
Unit, some 400 strong, was 
visibly deployed only for the 
sideshows against the Jus- 
tice Department and the 
South Vietnamese Embassy. 
During Saturday’s massive 
procession up Pennsylvania 
Avenue, the CDU was 
tucked away in reserve. 

“The idea,” said a- high- 
ranking police official, “is to 
avoid creating a tense situa- 
tion by a big show of force. 
But you have the men — lots 
of men — ready and close by 
in case you need them.” 

Friday night, for example, 
the police, well aware that a 
scheduled SDS rally on Du- 
pont Circle would turn into 
an illegal march on the 
South Vietnamese Embassy 
five blocks away, planned to 
allow the marchers and 
their Vietcong banners to 
get within a block of the em- 
bassy before stopping them 
with a police line and, if 
necessary, tear gas. 

To keep up an air of nor- 
malcy, the few policemen 
posted on 22d Street, . a 
block from Sheridan Circle 
(and the embassy), were told 
not to don their riot helmets 
until the last minute. (One 
man lost his blue soft cap as 
a result). Nor was ordinary 
auto traffic halted around 
Sheridan Circle until word 
came that the march had ac- 
tually begun from Dupont 
Circle. 

At the Justice Department 
on Saturday evening plain- 
eiothesmen among the dem- 
onstrators kept headquar- 
ters posted on progress — 
and on the mood of the 
crowd. Until just before the 
scheduled 5 p.m. demonstra- 
tion, CDU platoons on guard 
cordoned off the sidewalks 
around the building. A 150- 
man Army company from 
Ft. Eustis, Va., stayed out of 
sight in reserve in the build- 
ing during the entire mini- 
riot outside. 

At both the South Viet- 
namese Embassy and at the 
Justice Department, the po- 
lice displayed another tech- 
nique: to break up crowds. 
They used massive quanti- 
ties of tear gas instead of 
the traditional flying wedge 
of nightstick-wielding cops. 
The gas, in effect, was a 
buffer between police and 
the crowd. 



